
NEWS AND GOSSIP 
OF LONDON STAGE 

Reinhardt’s “A Venetian 
Night,” Limit of Daring 

STRAUSS’ NEW OPERA 

Somerset Maugham to Visit Canada 
to Secure Material for New Play. 

Bourchier to Retire From 

Stage—Barrie Is Active 

By MALCOLM WATSON 

London, November 23.—(Special.)—The 
chief subject of discussion—particularly in 
theatrical circles—during the week has 
been the lord chamberlain’s refusal to 
sanction Max Reinhardt's production of 
A Venetian Night” at the palace in its 

original form. The news came like a 

thunderbolt upon everyone and not least 
upon the manager of the Palace, Alfred 
Butt. Lord Sandhurst's decision was 

based upon the report of one of his rep- 
resentatives, a very fair-minded man, who 
certainly cannot be accused either of 
prejudice or of holding puritanical views, 
lie attended a dress rehearsal on Sun- 
day night, but, naturally, gave*no hint of 
what his opinion really was, merely sug- 
gesting one or two slight modifications 
in the matter of certain costumes and 
dances. Evidently, however, he was very 
unfavorably impressed by what he wit- j 
nessed and if the verdict of a friend of 
mine who also attended the rehearsal 
and in whose judgment I have every con- 
fidence can be trusted, I am scarcely sur- 
prised. 

Some time ago I read a synopsis of the 
story and I am bound to admit It struck 
?ne as possessing several rather risky 
passages. Manifestly, everything depends 
on how a situation is handled on the stage 
—it only requires a touch one wray or the 
other on the part of the producer to 
create a disagreeable or an acceptable 
effect. There jtre some situations, the sig- 
nificance of which can never be concealed. 
But even in their case something can be 
accomplished to redeem their ugliness. 
From what I hear Reinhardt had done 
little in this direction, anil the condemna- 
tion of “A Venetian Night” followed as a 
matter of course. 

Tree Still Holidaying 
Beerbohm Tree is still holiday-making 

on the continent and after his usual irre- 
sponsible fashion does not bother to let i 
anybody know what his movements are. i 
T hear, however, that he was seen the i 
other day in Venice. As likely as not he 
has made his way southward in order to j 
spend a day or two with his daughter, j 
Viola, who, shortly after her marriage, i 
returned to Italy in order to continue her 
musical studies. The last official news of 
his whereabouts came from Tree himself, 
then in Vienna. A correspondent of a 
London newspaper telegraphed over that 
the popular amor-manager had traveled 
thither to discuss with Richard Strauss 
the possibility of amalgamating his new 

opera, “Ariadne.” based on Moliere's 
'Bourgeois Gentllhomme,” with Somerset 

Maugham’s adaptation of that piece: I 
can imagine Strauss' look If Tree was 

really suffiicently daring to propose the 
cutting abbut of Strauss’ score in order 
to bring it intd line with Maugham's ver-, 

sion. No, I am certain that Tree is far 
loo shrewd to suggest such a thing. If 
he discussed anything with Strauss it 
would be the question of producing 
'‘Ariadne" at His Majesty’s in the pre- 
cise shape it was originally given at 
Stuttgart. 

Apropos of Somerset Maugham, he sails 
for New York in the course of a week 
or two. I mentioned some little time ago 
that, despite his announced intention of 
concentrating his atentlon upon novel- 
writing, he was secretly at work upon 
a new play. It is designed for Charted 
Hawtrey and Charles Frohman will pre- 
sumably have the American rights. Late- 
ly Somerset Maugham lias been turning 
over in his mind the idea of writing a' 
piece dealing with life and character’ in 
Canada. It is more than probable, conse- 
quently, that while on your side he will 
visit the Donimion for the purpose of 
obtaining material for such a work. 

Hawtrey at West End 
Reference to Charles Hawtrey reminds 

me that lie is to resume West End man- 
agement early in January. As at pres- 
ent arranged he will do so at the Appolo. 
I say "at present" because a couple of 
days ago the lessee of that house. Tom 
B. Davis, and Hawtrey seemed likely to 
disagree upon the merits of their open- 
ing play, an Irish comedy by the well 
known novelist, George Birmingham, 
known in his official capacity as the Rev. 
G. Hannay, canon of St. Paul’s cathedral. 
Dublin. At the last moment Hawtrey 
tells me that, having reasoned with 
Davis over a good dinner, the latter went 
so far as to admit that after all he 
might be wrong on the subject of the 
play. As stated above Hawtrey will fol- 
low "General John Regan," as Birming- 
ham’s piece is tentatively entitled, with 
Somerset Maugham's new comedy, and 
that again will be succeeded T>y a piece 
by Stanley Houghton, author of "Hindle 
Wakes" and "The Younger Generation." 
This latter, I understand, has been se- 
cured for America by the Shuberts. 

Charles Klein’s drama, "Find the Wom- 
en," has only about a month more to run 
at the Garrick. Upon its withdrawal Ar- 
thur Bourchier intends to give himself a 
little holiday, and to enable him to do 
so he has leased the theatre to Hawtrey. | 
w'ho will revive there that delightful 
children’s play. "Where the Rainbow 
Ends,” which proved so successful last 
year as a Christmas entertainment at the 
Savoy. When Bourchier returns he hopes 
to produce a new play by Stanley Hough- 
ton, whose work Is very much in demand 
at present. Bourchier, I gather, is getting 
a little tired of management. He tells 
me that another five years will see him 
out of It. Between then and now he 
counts upon securing two or three really 
big successes, such as he had with "The 
Walls of Jericho.’’ Should he persist in 
his intention he will retire from the stage 
still a comparatively young man. The 
glare of the footlights has. however, a 

fascination for anyone who has ever 

stood behind them and Bourchier will, 
doubtless, when the period stipulated by 
him is over, find it difficult to resist their 
influence. 

Smith Presents “Instinct” 
This week Aubrey Smith has given us 

at the Duke of York’s Penrhyn Stanlaws' 
version of Henry Kistemaecker’s play, 
"Instinct." After the curtain fell I went, 
round to have a chat and found him 
in the highest spirits and extremely hope- 
ful of a prosperous run. How far his 
expectations will be justified by events 
remains to be seen. He is confident, how- 
ever, that he will make a lot of money in 
the United States with the piece. One ob- 
vious drawback it has, namely, that it 
plays Into only an hour and a half, in- 
cluding waits, which, of course, Is much 
too short an interval tp fill out an even- 

ing’s entertainment. To help matters, 
Stanlaws has cabled over that he is mail- 
ing another scene which may possibly add 
10 minutes to the duration of the perform- 
ance. The piece w>as very well acted by 
Smith himself and Lllliam Braithwait© 
in the principal parts. It is somewhat, 
nevertheless, of the machine-made order 
of things and thoroughly to enjoy it you 

LATEST PHOTOGRAPHS OF MRS. GROVER CLEVELAND, THE MAN 
SHE IS TO MARRY AND HER DEBUTANTE DAUGHTER 
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Mrs. Grover Cleveland, who uu October 118 announced her engagement to Mr. Thomas J. Preston, Jr., pro 
fessor of archaeology and the history of arts in Wells College, Mrs. Cleveland’s alma mater, gave society Its llrst 

opportunity of felicitating her upon her approaching marriage on the occasion of her daughter’s ddbnt, on No- 
vember IS. Miss Esther Cleveland, the eldest survlvlug daughter of the late President Cleveland, Is considered 
one of the most attractive debutantes of the season. She is Just entering her twentieth vptir. 
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must have a good deal of the spirit of 
make-believe in your composition. 

The other night I repaired to Sarah 
Bernhardt's dressing room to say good- 
bye to the famous French actress. She 
was in splendid form and received me in 
the most animated fashion. Site repeated 
with fresh emphasis her keen delight at 
the prospect of crossing the Atlantic once 

more and the immense satisfaction with 
which she looked forward to getting into 
touch with your public again. 

In a fortnight from now we are to have 
a new playlet from J. M. Barrie. It con- 

tains three scenes and is to be done at the 
London Hippodrome. From tpe same 
writer Granville Barker has secured a 
one-act piece which he hopes to produce 
at no very distant date. Oswald Stoll, 
too. has secured "Rosalind" for the va- 

riety stage. It will be transferred to the 
ColiseUm after the termination of its 
run at the Duke of York s. 

WHY WOMEN LIVE LONGER 

Brain Cells and Difference Between 
Home and Shop or Office 

From the London Daily Mall. •* 

Though doctors have long realized 
that, thanks to a better knowledge of 
sanitation and personal hygiene, people 
are living longer than formerly, the 
much greater relative longevity of 
women as shown In the recently pub- 
lished national debt officer’s report on 
the mortality of government life an- 
nuitants has come as a general sur- 
prise. 

In a summary of these figures It was 

shown that the expectation of life of 
a woman of 50 is now more than a 

year greater than it was in 1875, while 
tHat of a man of the same age is only 
three months greater. 

Discussing the reasons of our in- 
creasing longevity and in particular 
woman's stronger hold on Hie, physi- 
cians at St. Bartholomew’s hospital ad- 
vanced widely different theories. “The, 
essential cause of death,” one stated, 
“is a wearing out from overwork of our 

| brain cells. Women may be just as 

; brainy as men. but they do not work 
their brain cells as vigorously or as 

continuously as do their male relatives. 
If they did there would not be so great 
a disparity in the length of life of the 
two sexes." 

Another consultant puts down wom- 
ans greater expectation of life to the 
more sheltered existence she leads and 
the lack of the physically depressing 
oomiKditlon which is part of nearly ev- 

ery man’s life. “A woman may have 
hard work to do,” he explained ,”but 
except for the few who work in of- 
fices or who follow professions they 
work in their own homes and at a 

pace they set for themselves. The home 
is also as a rule vastly more airy, sun- 

ny and generally more wholesome than 
in her husband's shop or office.” 

Educating the Sight 
From Harper's Weekly. 

The education of the senses in gen- 
eral and of the sight in particular, has 
a tendency to become overlooked by 
civilized man, who no longer has to 
rely chiefly upon his physical alert- 
ness for protection or sustenance. Its 

importance in the training of children 
is becoming more and more widely 
recognized. however. Psychologists 
dwell upon the facts that most people 
cannot measure accurately by the eye 
even the length of a straight line, that 
an estimate of weight has always to 
be corrected bv scales, and that only 
one accustomed to much open air life 
can give even an approximately cor- 
rect idea of llie height at which a 

bird may bo flying. It Is noted that 
even the birds learn, with the perfec- 
tion of firearms, to fly higher than the 
range of the shot. This precise degree 
of accurate measurement civilized man 

cannot make liy any method yet de- 
vised. In certain schools children are 

being taught to estimate weight "by 
sight." but with little real success. Pu- 
pils in a western school were taken 
daily, a year or two ago. upon walks, 
the entire length of which was spiked 
with iron rods placed at varying dis- 
tances apart, and the pupil's task was 

assigned tb reckon—-by the eye—first 
one distance between two spikes and 
then another. Though prizes were given 
to stimulate the exercise, it wus, and 
continued for a long time to l>^, far 
from satisfactory. A similar test given 
in a school upon an Indian reservation 
showed amazing results in favor of the 
Indian boy. 

Sweet Times at Birdsong 
Birdsong Correspondence St. Clair County 

Democrat. 

j The sorghum mills are running early 
and late these good days. The quality 

| is of the highest grade. 
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Old Dray Companies In 

London Unite 

SHIPPED BIG JUMBO 

Forty-Ton Screw Came Near Getting 

Away—Drays Are Guarded By 
Boy Detectives—Used to 

Carry Blunderbusses 

London, November 23.—(Special.)— 
Among tlio fD >t things that the American 
who comes to live in London Rets ac- 

quainted with are "PickfordV and 'Tar- 

ter Paterson,’' the two big firms of car- 

riers to whose tender mercies it is cus- 

tomary to entrust anything that one 

wants transported from one part of tho 

metropolis to the other. These two com- 

panies have been rivals for over a cen- 

tury. but now' they aro going to *oln 
forces, a third party in the amalgama- 
tion, which will practically constitute a 

trust in the carrying trade, being the 
London Parcels Delivery company, tho 

only serious rival of the other two big 
organizations. 

Of these three companies Pickford's is 

by fur the oldest, the original Pickford 
having started business away back ill 
tho seventeenth century. That was not 

only before railways came into being 
but before stage coaches were running 
to any extent, and in those days the car- 

rying industry was anything hut the 

prosaic one that it is today. At the pres- 
ent time, so its general manager told tho 

writer, Pickford's depends largely on a 

staff of boy detectives to keep watch 
on Its vans and pounce on would-be 
pilferers therefrom, but When the busi- 
ness started, and for many a long year 
thereafter, all the firm's drivers were 

armed with blunderbusses, and many 
of these antiquated weapons, marked with. 

J the firm's name still hang on the walls 
l of Pickford’s main offices in Gresham 

| street, in the city of London. Carter 
i Paterson and company, which became so 

formidable a rival of Pickford’s, did not 
come Into existence until over a hundred 
years later, the only real competitor of 
Pickford’s in its early days being, curi- 
ously enough, the founder of Bass &, Co., 
the famous brewers. William Bass, who 
was born in 1717, started, In fact, us a 

carrier In the neighborhood of Burton- 
on-Trent, and merely made a sfift re-time 
hobby of the brewing of beer. This he 
began to sell to the people he delivered 
goods to, und. sad to relate, discovered 
that his hobby paid better than his 
main line; so he dropped the latter. 

Today Pickford’s employs over 8(yx) cg- 
ular helpers, Including its staff of boy 
sleuyis. and owns more than 6000 horses. 
For the latter It runs a special hospital 
which is in charge of a Htaff of vet- 
erinary surgeons, and can accommodate 
three hundred equine patients at once. 

Till they are fit for work again, these 
invalids lead a luxurious life, the hos- 

pital being fitted with Turkish, clay, 
shower and foot baths. 

It was Pickford's that- brought Bar- 
num’s famous elephant, Jumbo, across 

the Atlantic, and also conveyed him 
about London, and fn its long history the 
firm has had many other queer jobs. It 
carried Watt’s gtant statue. "Physic.* 
Energy” from Piccadilly to the grave o: 

Cecil Rhodes on the summit of the Mi- 

toppo hills In South Africa, while other 
"parcels" entrusted to it have been a 

cottage (in one piece), a growing tree 

flfty-Hve feet high, and a tank of live 

crocodiles. 
Perhaps the most ticklish job that Pick- 

ford's ever undertook was the carrying 
of the forty-ton screw shaft of his ma- 

jesty's ship "Hercules' across London to 

Woolwich, nnd this proceeding came near 

ending in n had smash. Thirty-six horses 
were needed to haul the shaft, and »o 

start with there were complications about 
getting it across the Thames. Westmin- 
ster bridge, tlie authorities decided, was 

not strong enough to near toe burden, 
so Waterloo bridge had to be chosen. 

As It happened, there was no difficulty 
whatever about getting across thu bridge. 
The accident occurred while the long 
procession was coming down the stiff 

slope south of Piccadilly circus. Then a 

skid-chain broke. The huge wagon wai 

just gathering way for a plungo down 
Into Pall -Mali when the head wagoner, 
Crawley, who was at the heads of the 

leading horses, managed to turn the team 
aside into Pall -Mall east. Tho turn was 

made successfully, but the wagon, taking 
a corner of tHe curb on Its way round, 
ground the granite to powder under its 
wheels. Meanwhile the old admirals ar.d 

generals sitting at breakfast in the Unit- 
ed Service club, in Pall Mall, had fled 
for their lives. 

Another delicate job that Pickford’s car- 

ried out consisted in carting the statue 
oi i he Duke of Wellington from Hyde 
Park corner to Aldershot. It wenti l»y 
road all the way. and as it was feared 
that tho huge weight might crack tho 
wHter mains. the procession was headed 
by a wagonetteful of engineers of tho 
various water! companies. Next, came a 

van load of bioad iron plates, together 
with a gang of workmen whose duty it 
was to lay the plates down on the road 
when a main was being crossed, in order 
to equalize the strain. This time the 

job was carried through without, a sin- 

gle hitch. 

What Makes Old Age? 
From the Bellman. 

It is a time when old ago Is purely op- 
tional. if ono likes to be called an old 
man at 50 or t>0, thetfe is nothing to hinder 
him. If he considers himself old he is 
old. On the other hand, being 70 and still 
feeling .youthful, he may with perfect 
propriety hold his place In the pleasures 
and activities of the world and his actual 

years will he no handicap. Old age is 
much a thing of personal opinion; It de- 

pend* more on the Individual than upon 
the date of his birth. It is a state of 
mind. 

Referendum on Hanging 
From .the Brooklyn Battle, 

The most curious referendum In all 
the history of civilized lands was taken 
in tiie state of Oregon. The lives of 
five men convicted of murder in the first 
degree hung on the vote. And, in effect, 
by a showing of more than two to one, 

the electors of Oregon determined that 
these men should he hanged. Ilanged 
they will lie. For the present, capital 
punishment remains in the penology of 
On gon. 

■---- 

Back to the land i*• 
From the New Tonic Sun. 

Noah sighted Ararat. 
"1 am certainly heading that move- 

ment," he cried. 

FOR SALE CHEAP 
A complete stock Millinery and fixtures 
in a good, live growing town of 2500. 
Good opportunity for .some milliner to 
Htart business with small capital. Good 
reason for selling. Do not answer 

unless you mean business. 
Address 

Markstein Bros. 
Millinery Co. 

I'linne I -OS. Itirmtnulutui. Ala. 

Birmingham’s Leading Business Men Want Your Business 
.. . 1 ... .... ." 1 ■ "I 11 
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,, 
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Read what they have to offer. They have the goods you want at prices that you 
can afford to pay. If you need what they offer, pay them a personal visit, or phone 
and a representative will call upon you at once. You will not make a mistake. 
I CAN CONVINCE YOU THAT I CAN 

Save You 
Money 

on all your Sheet Metal Work, 

Hoofing, Skylights. Cornice, Warm 

Air Heating and' Repairing. 

Prompt 
Attention 

to all orders and contracts, try me 

and 1 will show you. 

T. C. Fitzgerald 
SHEET METAL HOOFING 

CONTRACTOR. 

Special for 

THANKSGIVING 
Fancy Turkeys, Chicken*, Porter- 
house Steaks, Fancy Rib Roast. 
Lamb Crowns. 

Everything in the market line to 
make your dinner complete. Give 
us your orders early for Thanks- 
giving specials. 
'Possum and Sweet Talers. 

Acme Market 
J. C. HOC A TO AMI CO. 

312 S. 201 h Street. Phone 6353. 

Have Your Evening 
Gowns Made byan Expert 

I make a specialty of 
Evening Gowns, Coat 
Suits, Etc. 

Madame RozelJe 
.'.SCO Hood Rldff. 

>IK. HICM.M 

Mr. Wells Ih the man who has 
made a gentleman's business out of 
tho credit business in Birmingham. 
It is the big. busy store of the city. 
Why£ Because !)<• has proven that 
lie can sell for < ash or credit ns 

cheap 4>r cheaper than any firm fn 
the city. 

.lust pay hi in $1.00 a week and 
clothe tho whole family. 

THE WELLS CO. 

S. S. Griffith 
MIKE HO MEHOIM HA 1*1* A WITH 

\ KODAK. 

It's a Merry Ohrlstmus for the boy 
or girl that gets a KODAK. We 
furnish all they need and show 
them how to do it. 

Exclusive line of Christmas and 
New Year letters, curds and calen- 
dars. 

High grade developing and print- 
ing. 

Griffith & Schlegel 
“Everything Photographic.'* 

318 V 30th S|r«*ct. v 

If Tire Troubles 
Trouble You 

<■<>1 «i equal uteri "Hli Dull! I'liiit- 

lurele«M Filler. 

NO IM N < II ItES. 

NO hi.ow-ohs 

NO INER-Tt niOS 

NO SI.OW -1,10 IKS 

HIDES LIKE % I It 

Dahl Puncture- 
less Tire Co, 

512 S. 20th Street 

AgenIn Wanted. 

—— .i 

How About Fish and 
Oysters 
ro« voi it 

Thankgiving Dinner 

"E II V Mill: TIIE won IlfS 

FA VIOI S AP ALACHICOLA 

OV.STEMS, 45c PER RCART. 

THK1 ARE TIIE REST O.V THE 

MARKET. SHIPMENT* RE- 

CEIVER HAIFA. ORDER FOR 

I'll A Mi SI. IA IMI EAR I. A. 

John S. Clotfelter & 
Company 

2110 -ml Avenue 

Phone .5*23. 

j MEIGHAN’S 
Oak Hill Marble and 

Stone Works 
Incorporated 

t.'arhlr, Mone, Granite, Curbing, ( on* 

crc|p, I,awn Furniture anil # Iron 

Fencing, General Building 4 ontrm 

I torn. 

Office and show rooms: 2113 Third 
Avenue, opposite court house. Klec- 
trlc Finishing Works: utii Avenue 
and 13th street. Storage Yard: 19th 
street, opposite the cemetery. 
Bell Phone 77.**. BIHMIKGHA M, A I, A. 

MRS. DENNERLE 
Hairdressing 

< L4HK BLILDIXG 

Save your combings, they are 
valuable. Four ounces of comb- 
ings will make a two-ounce 
switch worth 112.00. 

Phone 4221. 

If 
You are troubled In having your 

clothes cleaned right, try Karp’s 

Dry Cleaning. He is the man to send 

your clothes to. No garment of too 

fine texture for him to successfully 

handle. A trial order is what ho 

asks, customers are treated with 

the most courtesy and prompt at- 

tention. 

Karp’s French Dry Glean- 
ing and Dying 

2127 5th Avenue' 

Phene Ut—Main 5520 

Hygienic Sulphur Steam 

Baths first of their kind 

in the south—for health, 

pleasure, beauty; and of 

which Birmingham is 

proud. A hath is a luxury 
as well as a necessity. Try 
it just once. It speaks for 

itself. 

449 Hood Bldg. 
Birmingham Ala. 

Talk With Us! 

It you need galvanized Iron, tin 

work, skylights, slate, tin, gravel 
ar tile roofing, guttering anti pip- 

ing. Warm air furnaces Installed 

and repaired. 

Out of town orders given prompt 

attention. Let us figure on yopr old 

and new work. We do our own 

work and guarantee satisfaction. 

Orders given immediate attention. 

Magic City Cornice and 
Roofing Co. 

E. G. JORDAN. Manager V 

Ave. A and 18th St, Phone 7405 

I Make a Specialty of Repairing 
Woodwork 

Orders are given prompt and per- 
sonal attention. Estimates fur- 
nished. 

Specialty of fixtures, fronts and 
counter*. Work guaranteed. I can 
do it for less. 

John Q. Myers 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

106 S 18th Street Main 3524 

E. D. Donnelly , 

(Successor to Geo. Ed. Ctonahue 

&. Co.) 

Horses and Mules 
We buy,, soil and exchange and 

do a commission business. 

25th St. and 2nd Ave. Main 1S81 


